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statesmen and the representatives of foreign governments,
as the power behind the throne, and provided this power
is wisely exercised, the intimacy of the lady with the mon-
arch is regarded by high and low with something more
than mere indulgence.

History has given so lofty a pedestal to Madame de
Maintenon, that there are many women who are eager to
emulate her role in present times, and to likewise figure in
history. That is why royal personages, and especially
kings and emperors, are exposed to such extraordinary
temptations.

Most women put forth all their charms and powers of
fascination to captivate the attention, and, if possible, the
heart of their sovereign, who is, after all, but human.
That is why Emperor William deserves so much credit for
having remained true to his wife, and why Emperor Francis-
Joseph of Austria merits so much indulgence in connection
with the indiscretions which had the effect of keeping him
for so many years parted and estranged from his lovely
consort, the late Empress Elizabeth,

While on this subject, it should be stated that for many
years past, probably for the last decade, the life of Francis-
Joseph has been free from affairs of this kind, for it is
hardly possible to treat in the light of a scandal his associa-
tion with that now elderly actress, Mile. Schratt, since it is
virtually tolerated, accepted and, so to speak, recognized
both by the imperial family and by the Austrian people.
Indeed the only persons who have ever taken exception to
this intimacy have been Herr Schoenerer, and some of his
anti-Semite colleagues who, to the indignation of every
one, gave vent three years ago to their spite against their
kindly old sovereign by calling attention in the Reichsrath
to the alleged questionable relations between the sovereign